SURMA                                   63
to give a decided opinion. The stirring political events of 1740 and the following years naturally threwecclesiastical quarrels into the shade but when the great Alonipra had disposed of his enemies he appeared as a modern Asoka. The court religiously observed Uposatha days and the king was popularly believed to be a Bodhisattva1. He was not however sound on the great question of ecclesiastical dress. His chaplain, Atula, belonged to the Ekamsika party and the king, saying that he wished to go into the whole matter himself but had not for the moment leisure, provisionally ordered the Sangha to obey Atula's ruling. But some champions of the other side stood firm. Alompra dealt leniently with them, but died during his Siamese campaign before he had time to unravel the intricacies of the Vinaya.
The influence of Atula, who must have been an astute if not learned man, continued after the king's death and no measures were taken against the Ekamsikas, although Bang Hsin-byu-shin (1763-1776) persecuted an heretical sect called Paramats2. His youthful successor, Sing-gu-sa, was induced to hold a public disputation. The Ekamsikas were defeated in this contest and a royal decree was issued making the Parupana discipline obligatory. But the vexed question was not settled for it came up again in the long reign (1781-1819) of Bodopay&, This king has won an evil reputation for cruelty and insensate conceit3, but he was a man of vigour and kept together his great empire. His megalomania naturally detracted from the esteem won by his piety. His benefactions to religion were lavish, the shrines and monasteries which he built innumerable. But he desired to build a pagoda larger than any in the world and during some twenty years wasted an incalculable amount of labour and money on this project, still commemorated by a gigantic but unfinished mass of brickwork now in ruins. In order to supervise its erection he left his palace and lived at Mingun, where he
1 Sdsanav. p. 123. Sakala-Maramma-rat#iavasino ca: ayam amhakam raja bodhisatto ti voharimsu. In the Po-U-Daung inscription, Alompra's son> Hsin-byu-shin, says twice "In virtue of this my good deed, may I become a Buddha,.,. an omniscient one." Indian Antiquary, 1893, pp. 2 and 5. There is something Mahayanist in this aspiration. Of. too the inscriptions of the Siamese King Sri-Suryavamsa Rama mentioned below,
* They were Puritans who objected to shrines and images and are said to be represented to-day by the Sawti sect.
8 See The Burmese Empire by the Italian Father Sangermano, who went to Burma in 1783 and lived there about 20 years.